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LORDS Prayer 


Vindicated , and Aſſerted againſt 
the Objections of Innovators, 
and Enthuſtaſts. 


Tranſlated trom the French Oria'ng nal, Writen 
by Monſicur D*Fſpagne, a Learned Pregbytetian. 
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K. CHARLES the Firſt, E1KON B 4SILIKON 
Chap: 16G. 

Some Men are ſo impatient, not to wſe in all their Des 

- potions their own Inventions and Gifts , that they 
not only diſuſe , but wholly caſt away ond contern 
the LOKDS praycr ; which great Gmilt is , that 
it is the Warrant and Original pettent of all Set 
Liturgies ia the Chriftian Church, 
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EDINEUREG H. 


Printed by Jobn Reid, Anno 160g. 


— — 


[The Translator 
| : T'O-THE; 


Reader. 


'f Lbeit This and the T. aft Age bave ſren mrve 
Controverfie in BRIT. AIN, abt the Laws 
fulneſs of Set Forms of Prayer . than all 
Former Apes bave done, all the World over; 
[tee it eowld hardly have been thoug*t that the 
LOKDS Prayct would bave run the ſame Fate 
with Humane Compoſers, To chviate all p ſ1b!e Obs 
filiens againit the whe of this Prayer, is the deſign of 
this little Treatiſe, which was Originally write in 
French by @ Learned Proteſtant Minifter , wbo bay 
lik-wife publiſhed © Diſcourſe of Popular Erroury, 
with great Ingenuity. It's traur . that the | earned 
Deftor Hammond , De@:r Falkner , Joleph 
{ Mede , and others have ſu fferently wing it arcd the 
wing of See Forms ;, but nine bay with ſuch broenty, 
| preſprewity, and nervvulnels alerted onr BliNed $S As 
|\V IOURS Form, as our Au' "or bas done. It war well 
ſaid by an Eminent Member of the Welt inifler 
| Aſcmbly, GOD totbid that cyci | flicuid rnd 
| Cown 


Fs, 


down to my Deyotions, and riſe without ſay? 
ing the LORDS Prayer z And when ſome Leading 
Remonſtrators in the Weſt of Scotland begun 
tacitely to diſuſe it, The General Aſſembly wrote © 
I etter, enarging thers with Inwvation, aud intreate 
ing them to rexurn to @ beiter mind , So that this Nos 
val pratiqgce tr no true Mark of a Somad Piesbye- 
ian, but rather an evidence to tbe contrary, 

As for this Tranſſation , it war undertaken at the 
d: ire of One, whoſe Command I judged it s Crime ts 
diſobey , And if it ſhall be any waves Yervieeable 10 
wnd:cerve Well) Meaning, but Miſſed perſons, Or to 
Confirm :1bers in their pious Vſage, I Hall think my 
T ab 1ur well heſtowed ; But however, I am offured 
the few bours employed in tbis Taik,, wers nat whal; 
ly 1074/11 AW a} 
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The Uſe of the 
LORDS PRAYER, 


Pindicated againſt the Olje(lions of Modern 


Innovators. 


©: Read in th: Golpe], cf the Lu: 

natic k Perfor ; that the unclean 

Spirit wherew'th he was polict), 

did jomerimes eaft bim its the fire, and ſometimes 
into the water , thele contrary Elements. Me 
thinks there a great Relemblarce cf this in 
ma'ters of Religion; For it «would leem that 
lame evil Spirit makes it his work 10 drive 
Men from one exeam of Superſtition into ane 
other. The Church of Rome in all her AQts ot 
Devotion aff:Asan endleſ-Repetition of the 74+ 
terNo@er,out oft an opinion that the words them 
ſeives, or the trequ: nt reicerating of them, car. 
ries ſome ſ:cret Magical Vertue in it. Mary now 
avays have run into the quite contrary luper- 
Divn,fhunning the yery words of this Prayer, 
ar a lone of vtumbling, and Rock of Offence, others 
who dare not be {o bold as wholly tro condemn 
the ule of this Prayer , yet ftartle to repeat it 
in their daily Devotions, and chufe rather to 
pals it over in filence. So that this Prayer is 
ina manner baniſhed out of Families, and 
Publick-meetings, where it uſed formerly to 
re-lound 5 This light which was pirc upon 2 
eandliftic; 


candleftick to give light to thoſe that are in the bouſe, 
is now buried under a buſhel : It it were dilcarded 
and laid only aſide only by H:reticks, or prot 
fare Wretches, we would tax them with Irre- 
ligi n and contempt of our Holy Saviour, But 
fince thele people profeſs theraſclves yo 
therwile Orthodox Chr iſtians, we aff no 


r 
aſtoniſhed at this Novelty , choughFtordferly | 
we would hayc abhorrcd it as a prodigious lo+ | 


ROY 4t10n, 


Now to ſtate the queſtion aright,we are not | 


lo wedded tothe Lener, as to condemn all 0+ 
ther Forms of Prayer , or that we will not ad- 
mit of any other expreſhons. Bur other Pray- 
cis may beſaid, and this not left unfaid, Its 
a bold adventure to attempt the cotal oblicer: 
aiing of the memecty of luch a Prayer, A 
Prayer uſed hicherro in all the Churches of 
GOD, Ancient and Modern, throughout the 
Univerſal World. A Prayer endited by the 
Eternal Wiſdom , our ever bleſſed Mediator 
and Redeemer, who oftcrs up our Prayers uns 
ro COD, and is perfectly acquainted withg!! 
the lecreers of the Fathers Breaſt. 'T he moſt 
full and cemprehenfive Form that can be de» 
viied, and which contains al! the realonable 
Requaeits that can bs imagined. A prayer, 
wiich is the Epitome, Mirror, and Patern of 
a!l othrr prayers. A Praver which reconciles 
wonJcatct Bieviiv, with great copioulnels 


and | 


| 


; 


| Symmatry, regu/ar Keaſures, and exac{ 
| portion : AU isfall f Luminaric, W114 "I y 


and variety of Matter: As if it made a Camel 
pals through theLyecta Needle, A Vraver, 
which contains more Hiſtories and My{te.i.s 
than it does Words. In ſort, a Praycr t::c 
moſt MethoJical, Empnatick, and Divi: o, 


' that can be co mpo! (ed. For bo, the paris of 


this Praycr] arc ad Imirabl: for at 


- 
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mutual L ig it 10 CONE anc [h ICH '®17 


| calleth upcn ou2 another (a Uerp calls rc 


Nay, thele ye: y perſons who dilu'e ir, n."'t 
conteis that all the inperious Mor: _— Mi 
and aii tne Avgels in Heaved, wot intel fn 
to frame the like on'r. 

Did then Our Bleſſed Saviour pive 11: ! © 
Prayer that we ſhould never (ay it 2t al: © ' 11 
the contraty, he tceils ur. Pray thus, V4- 7 1 
ther which art in H:2: £7 To tS 11S aniaci 
Chriſt bid s us pray thus, that isro fav. rn 
this purp© ls, by - not ,in n the ſarac watt price 
cifely; We! \ beiclo! Burt when he favs, 
( Lhe il, wh Is Fin you pray, fay, Onur Fotry 
which art in Hearn, Does ot f tid us to 
pray in theſe Words ; Becauſe he toaclies iis 
to fay, Our Fatwer, &r, Aicit we niter that 
we thou! notlay t2 And it isfilly io alledpo, 
Thar if i: were a C: M12! !, we ſhould u'c 
that Praver con ar nt!; | rever (av a" 


* 


y g 
| other. Tliis 15 all one as if you ſhould affirm, 


» 7. 


we? ar? not commanded to pray to God, bes 
cau'c the Apoſtle lays, Pray elwayes, 1 Theſf 
5 17. As it the meaning of this were, that 
we ought to do no other work at all but pray 
to God. But (uppoſing it be nota Command, 
and that Chriſt has not enj»yned us to lay this 
Prayer alwayes, neither has he forbidden us 
tc trcquentauſe thereof, far leſg diſcharged us 
evct to (ay it at all, It is a weak pretence, 
cþat it 1s ſuſſizient to expreſs onr Saviours 
n.caning and intention tn this Prayer, though 
we repeat not his very words. For muſt we 
hpprefs his words in order to expreſs his 
meaningOrcan we better exprelsChriſls ſence 
an! meaning, than by uſing his own words 

What can chey then plaufiblyobjeRagaintt 
theorcivary u e-making of the LotdsPrayen 
Duubilcls it muſt be-this. 

Enber it isnot lawful, 
Or it is nct necedlary, 
Or ir is not expedient. 

Let us confi cr thee in order, it is unlaw- 
fn! to ſay this prayer ? This catinot be : For 
then it were unlawful to rcad it, nay we be 
hooved to railc out thele two patlages of Scrip- 
te where it is ſet down, Mas. G. Luke Vi. It 
fignifies nothing to ſay, many abule it; This 
is the Argument which ourAdverfaries adduce 
to hinder the Common Zeople trom reading 
the Bible, If the Devil himicit , and his In- 

ternal 


| 


fernalAgents in their Charms employ (enten3 
ces out of the Plalms and Goſpz1s, fhou'd we 
wholly abſtain from uſing theic Paſſages? lt i 
be unlawful ro unter them ſuperficially ,ſha!l ic 
be unlawful route them deyoutly? And if we 
are allowed in prayer to ule our own words, 
ſhall we be forbidden to ieploy our Sayiours 
words, which are the Rule of ours, 

It is therefore lawful; But , ſay they, it is 
not neceſſary. Suppole it be ngg neceſlary to 
lay the Lords prayer, it is neceſſary to ler ic 
alone 2 If ir be indiffereat to ſay or not to lay 
it, muſt we for a matter of indifference bring 
in a devifion in the Church, affet novelty, 
break eſtabliſhed order, and beger Scrupicy 
of Conſcience » Belides there are degrees of 
Indiflerence, as well as of neceffity. Would 
they ſay, that the uſing or ommitting this 
Prayer, is in the ſame Kank of Indiftcrency, 
as the cating of, or abſtaining from certain 
meats ? Surcly that which Miniſters to Edi- 
fying cannot be wholly indifferent. Will they 
lay, that our Saviours words tends not to E- 
dificationt Albeit they dare not poſitively own 
this, yet in cfte&t their arguing amounts to 
no leſs, Fcr they maintain, that it is not ex+» 
pedicnt tolay the Lords Prayer : This is the 
very Hinge of the Dilpuie, and Pinch of the 
Controverſic 

Why then is it not expedient to (av this 
rayer in the expreſs words of the Holy Jeſus: 


What great inconyenicnces do arile from 
thence 


OO mmm 


thence > What. prejudice to, God's Glory > [' 
What, hindrance 20 Man's Salvation > Whaz 
Ruleto the Churches Edifices,” & > 
| | Upon this bead they allege. 


That we ſhould nor be confin*d to worde; 
That there is hazurd of Ido);zing the words, by | 
ſaying them ſo often, 
( That our raking heed to the Syllables, ſtints 
7, the Spirit, and diverts the thoughts, 
| That this frequent Repetition is the vain bab: 
h livg cong:mned by our Saviour. 
l That this *cayer does nat ſuſicicmly erumes» 
rat all our nanicular wants, 
Thar i i differcmily worded by two Evar: 
nelifts, to ſhew that we (honld not take 
 nocice to the words wherein it is compil'd/ 
That the Apoſiles themſelycs never male 
uſc of it, | 
That many cannot fay it , but to their conz 
. demnation; becauſe it oblidges evety man 


| to beg forgiveneſs of his fins, upon condi- 
7% tion that he Forgive his Enemies. 
1 That it is not ſuitable ro a dying man, bes 
21.1 cauſc he has no Lounger nced to lay, Give uz 


owr daily bread. | 
That it was never intenJed for a Prayer, but 


- 
i only tor! a Ruje, an Patcin of Dcyotion. 
10  Andlailly, | 
TY That in their dayly Prayers, they compre: 
hend the ſubſtance theceot', albcit in diffe- 


rent words, _ The 


a 


- 
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© Mhe General Anſwer to theſe Oljeflions; 
' Toall chelc, I ſhall in the iſt place return: a 
General Anlwer, which ſtrikes at tt;e Root of 
moſt of their ObjeQions. | 
It is anqueſtionably evident, nor can theje 
men deny itz That under the old Dilpenſation, 
&25d preſcribed Ser Forms ct prayer, and or 
ther Religious Aﬀtions, to be repeated word 
by word. Such was the form ewherewith the 
Prieſts blefled the Peopls, as you may read in 
the 16 of Numbers. Such was the form of Thankl- 
giving, appointed at the offering of the Firſt 
FruitsDext.26.Such was the payer & Proteſtatig 
on expretly enjoyned thole that came to pay 
the Tithe of the third year , Dat, 26. Such 
alſo were the Forms of Praycr, which Moſes 
uſually ſaid when the Ark went forward, and 
wen it refted, Num: 10. 35, 36. Ot the ſame 
nature was the Form of prayer. and Thank(- 
giving, which were datly (ung in the Church, 
For were not che Pſaims mo't part prayers of 
Thanksgiviogs? And were they not common: 
ly laid and Sung ? 
I (hal not infi(t upon this, that each Eon? 
ny of Singers, were expreſly tyed to certain 
Yalms astQ a T agk, which 13 clear from the 
Tulc of theſe Pialms, The 02 Pſalm was lung 
every Sabbath-day, as the tulcripiin. plajuly 
1mpRtts. Naw conftier , why would od ap- 
poinc Prayers, cuuched in 'vyerle, if it, were 
| nat 


not on purpoſc that they ſhould be (aid verbay 


lick 


tim? For it is well known, how difficule it i, JO! 
to change the words of a Line, that is fetrerlto. 
ed in poetick numbers: Moreover, We havels C 
leveral Pſalms wherein God has appointed ev*altio 
the obſervation of the Letters of the Alphaber, wil 
the 25 Plalm, which is a prayer, as to the Ar 
ſubſtance coincident with the Lords Prayer, the 
begins almoſt every Verſe accor ing to the or! for 
der uf the Hebrew Alphabet.T he 34,1 1 1,the 112, | his 
and the 119 ate of the ſame conrivance, ef-' cit; 
_ this laſt mentioned, in cach of is, | 
anzi's,an{ſwering eight times to the number &] uſe 
orderjotthe twemic twoLetters.lt is viſible,GOD] da 
intended thisExpedienc for a help to mens mes] the 
mories, that lo even the molt forpertul! _ of 
calily retain the words »f theſe H ly Verſes, the 
whoſe Initial Lerrers proceeded in an Alpeabe-| | 
tical O-:Jer. Would He then had them ne+| ag: 
gleRt the words, when he ordained che puace 
tual rehearſing of every ſingle Letter? To 
this | might add, that ſome Plalms ( as tor in! 
ſtance the «418 and the 134,) are penned byl Fo 
way of dialogue between the Pricſts and Peo- 3 
ple, this alternative diſcourle , conſiſting in 
reciprocal communication of the one with thef no 
other, could not be keept up withour exal m 
Oblervation of the words of their mutual in] th 
gercourle, ; m 
Beſides, In the Reforma:1on of the Church, th 
by that good King Hezek/ab, when the puby 


lick 
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IickLicurgy was to he re:eſtabliſhed,the Levires 

re commanaed to praile the Lord with the 
words of David and Aſaph the Seer ; That is, 
to lay or {ig the very words of the Pſalms, 
2 Cor: 29.30 It appears alio,ihat at rthcCelcbi a» 
tiop of ine Pals uycr, there was a ſetHyan al 


wile made uſe of upon that fulemn occaſion 
And our bleſied Lord himſelt after he had cart 
the Paſloycr, and was then preparing bimlſclf 
for death, d1d not (tick to lay it, andcauſed 
his Diſciples bear a part with him in the Reg 
cital thereof; Mas. 2G, verſe, 30. 

[ft our Mudern Bigots, who condemn the 
uſe of the Lurds Prayer, had lived in thoſe 
days, I doubt me they would have cenſured 
the wiſdom of Gd tor preicribing Ser Forms 
of Prayer, and obliging the Chutch to ſay 
them Word for Word. 

For the lame Argumenty, they muſter up 


*| againſt the uſe of this Prayer, the ſame incon- 
{| yeniencies they find in ir, the ſame ſhifts and 


evaſions whereby they decline the repeating it; 
All this might Have been al edged againſt the 
Formsof Prayer, of Bleſhog and of Thanks- 

iving which God impoſcd upon his Ancient 
People. Could chey not have (aid that it was 
not fic Oo be confined to the words of thele Ford 
mularics, ard that it was {ufficient to ſpeak to 
the ſame put poſe,that theSpiricſhould not beli* 
mited,chat by being taken up with words,good 
thoughts are loſt, that thele were — 

epe- 


R nong, | neie Ft *Ormy TIC not d: 
expreſs al) that was neceſſar co be deſired; |8* 
that there was hazard of making Idols of them, 15 
and in ſum, that it was expedient to {uppreſs i 
the ule of them 7 *Tis a furpriſing thing b 
tha:Goc'Almighry did not forefee thele incons | 3; 
yeniencies,” I (irange that theſe perlons have 
not as yer laid afide the ſinging of Plalms. Fir 
it rheit Maxime hold weight, it is as ill © ” 
{mg rhem; as to fay* the Lords prayer. Tt «c by 
muſt nor be ryed upto the words of this prayi 
er, why ſhould we be eye! up to the words 
of the Plaims, if the Spiri: ſhould nor be (tine, ” 
ed, ic 1s more ſtinted by the wi rds of rhis 


th! 


prayer theh by thelc ofa plalmz If the expich by 

| ſmns of his prayer divert che thoughts of hirt | of 
V | thar prayeth , cannot rhe ſinging of Palms 9 
* zumble and diſcompole them too 2 If{this pra» \j; 
yer fhould not be (aid over and over again, if | 


"TH it do' not fpecifie all occurrences, if there is 7 
' hazard of idolizing the words thereof, may |. 
riot the fafne be ſaid of any Plalwy whatſoever 2 pM 
nay and much more, for we ſing many Plalms 
which we are nor ſo much conceracd in, or 
wherein we haye not ſo great Intercft | (> 
a3 in the LORDS Prayer. la them we 


m*er with prayers expreſly Dedicate for = 
the Jewif Charch , relating to bypaſt occurs | ,,. 
rences, and which by no means reach unto us. |. 

There we have Petitions, Imprecations, reaſo; | 
nings, Complaints, which were Diyiue in Da- | 


vids 


d:ta able than the Lord's Prayer is. Why 
ihe doth thist' Prayer go mote” againſt the 
grzin wich us, than thele Prayers concained in 


the Palms? Add hereunto, that the Plalms 
v5 they ar: (ung in our valgar - languages, are 
| the prodution cf Human induſtry. and the 


wdtk of a Potrs braing So that ſuch a Compo« 
furs; tho riever 16 excellent, is in now {c lo Di- 
Vineas the Lords Prayer : Why then, ſhall 
thert be more inconveniences 1n laying the 
words of our Saviour, than in ſinging thoſe of 
mens introducing. Furthermore, ftnce in tead 
bf ch* Lord: Prayer, we judge it more proper 
to have Forms of our w1 Comp ling, or ex« 
temporraty cfhilions; Woy do we not, in Nical 


| of Plaims,” daily compoſe KRymns purely new 


ro be furp m1 the Church ? Iris for want of Po 
elick Raprotes, th-: we are oblidged tohold by 
a Cotſflantienor of Fla'ms > Now if it be Edie 
fying to lay and req cat them in their owt) pros 
per 107ms, Wiiy nct allo the Lords prayer, 
whicl1 js the abſtrat of all the prayers coatain- 
ed farke Flalcer. 

Pit having (aid thus much in anſwer to theſe 
O-;j tions ta gr ils, I come now co cxamin 
each of them 1a retatil, 

O'5-A. 1. They alledge in the firſt place, that 
w: 1h 19d not confine our felvesto YVords. 


Au. This Maxim raken univerſally, and 
without diftintion, is falſe, and of mitchicv- 
ſ 


Ou CON q IZNCE; For Il 'l fnoald 10! J, Wc [1 4't 


rejeQ the ging of the Bible, for in reading 
thereof. we muſt keep cloſe to theLenwe mu 
not tranvſlate ir,tor in the matter of a verſion we 
mult come as preciſely near to the Original as 
is puſhble. A Paraphraſe is never ſo much to 
be truſted ro, and the alteration of one word 
lometimes alter the whole ſenſe. InSacred 
Hiſt ry, we wuſt of neceſhicy retain the proper 
names of Places and Perſons.In theLaw we atc 
buund totakecarc of the leaſt jor, and the ſmal; 
leſt point. 

2.Eut the ol-j: Ation is ambiguoug,For if the 
mcan.chat we are notlo tyed up to the words 
of this prayer asto be precluded from uſing all 
others, T busfar we are both agreed.Bur if they 


mean under prerence of thisliberty,that wemuſt | 


negleA,or lay afid- this form of prayer,we beg 
leave todifſent frum them, For, becauſeChriſt 
allows us to ule our own expreſſions , muſt we 
bury his ? b-caule our words are current, muſt 
we cry down thele « t the Holy Ghoſt > Na 

on the other (ide, if ours be good, how __ 
better are thele which he himfelf hath caught 


u«+2 $o far ſhould we be from ſhunning the 


larguage of God , that on the contrair we 
Gould do our outmoſt endeavour to make out 
ſelves familiarly acquainted with it, And 1 
wiſh to God, we are to well verled in it, that 
we could have ir alwile in our mouth 2 

Chj.Q. 2. But hcre we are allarmed with a 


great danger , that by puting ſuch a yaluc on | 


the 


the 


f 


ll 


[ 
{ 


c 


- [the words of this Prayer, its to be fearcd we 


make an I1ol of it, 

An'w. 1. This is really a ſirange Paradox, 
that the Words of this Prayer, which teach 
vs to ſhan Idolatry , fb uid be luſpict'd by vs 
2s capable to betray us unto that fin. Fer this 
Praycr teacheth usto invocat oniy., Our F atber 
which ir in Heaven, to alcribe Kingdom , Porrer, 


ot | {ol:zing the ſecond Commandmeanr, it we 
repeat it too often? Will we not wake ai [lol 
of that Command which forbids 14--is> Surc 
Lam thc Chuich ct Kore did not fall icto | 
dolatty, by too frequeiit rehearſing the words 


4 of that Comman« ment , but by negleQting of 


them, nay expurging them our of her Cate» 
ehiſms and Manucls which hey vut in the 
Laity's Hands. 

2. Put may not one alſo turn an Idolater 
of the Word; of the Iſticution in Bamp.!im 2 
muſt we not turn them out of doors likewiic, 
to avoid Iola'iry> And accnot the words «+ 
Conttcratiin in the Eocharill, Hoe eff c:rpus 
mum, lyable io the {ame peril? The grotl-!t 
kWolatity in the Wald is butrom'd on ths 
pcaxing thete Words milunderfiozod. Mult 
we theo let them alone altogether 2 or ſhou'd 
we no7 ale then as oft as we tenearte the Int! t- 
lw:1.12 of the LO 0's Yupper 2 Nay | ſhall a4 


ther, the lup;ifticions Jews made au ld! | 
Tit 


and Glory ro Him alone. May no: thele Fol 
' fas rationally conclade, that we arc in hazird 


tie name febrozh, telling that the pronuncingCh 
tiercot, was able to work the greateſt Miracles 
in [o much as to remoye Mountains; Nowhe 
ſh; 1d their Superſticion hinder us from pros . 2 
nouncing the proper Name of GOD, or muſter; 
we every day coin a new Name for the Al-/phi 
mighty , leſt His uſual Name being toofrethe 
quenily uttered, become an Idol at the laſt? fir 

3. Morcover, There is the ſame hazard ih(yp, 
any other Prayer whatlomever, which is pr& (the 
tended in reference to the Lord's Prayer. For if+r 
caovnot a Man fdolize the words of a Form, [ue 
enough newly contrived> Do not we know, 3 
that Men are naturally fond of Novelties And uct 
mult we then wholly retrain it e exerciſe of we { 
Prayer, to keep us intirely cut ol the reach ol fas 
Idolarry » , ain 

0/;-8: 3. Now follows another Objection, 
which aims at the making Chrilt contradi 
hirvſelt : For (lay they } Chriſt has condemn; 
ed vain Repetition in Prayer : Bur ſoit is, the 
Ute ofthe Lord% Prayer isa perpetual Repez 
ttivn, 

Arfw: t. Conſult the 6 Cb: of St. Matthere, 
the 7 and following Verſes, There you wil 
$Snd qur Soviour preſcribed that prayer, to 
hinder va'n Repetitians, But when you proy 
(aith he) aſe rot wain Repetitions, bu pay after ) 
this manner , Our Father, &c. And ſhall we 
e:'i chat a vain Repetition, which 1s given u$Sflod; 
2; 211 Antidoc ayainft yaiu Repetition: Would 
ny 


_ 
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*riſtcure one Diſcale by another oft)fe ſame 
jature, or calt our oue Devil to bring 19 at + 
[2 
2. Our Savizur doth not condemn all Re 
tpecitions, without exception z For he himlcit, | 
/#hcn he was in his Bloody Agony reiteratcd | 
Eihe ſamewords thrice in one Evening, Father, [1 
 f.it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me, Mat: 27. | 
hip, 42 And in the lelt fame Plalm {ro wit | 
&\the 136.) every , Verle cnds with this burden, | 
or 1/5 bis Merey enaureth for cover? And tacle WUrys. 
n, ue fix an4 twenty times Geminated. } 
wh,3. What Repetition then are forbidden ? "| 
diuch-as arc vain, Now thcy arc vain, it we 4 
ot we of - opinion that the multip)yin of them | 
ol tas any veriue and. cfſicalic in it. They arc. * 
Fain alſo, it they. be void of underſtanding, . 
uh, or ati:ftion. But the Repetition of orc 
yer, animated with that fiduciary znd fer» 
nt application of the Spirit z© God ( where- 
the Life and Soul of Prayer conlilts) crn 
yer be vain, - As on the cantraty a praver 

ſtrue of that Spiric, will certainly Le vai, 
Khovgh it be once repeated ,, and no mote, 
des, it] may renew the lame thovg'its 1 

tormerly, why may I no reſume thorn 
the lame words, wherewith they wore | 

s V3 &* 
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4 Apain , Iftrange that theſe men pretend 

ſuch an averſenels ro Repeticions , ſince the 
moſt part of their devorions are built theceupon., 
A Repetition conſiſts not only in ſaying over 
egainthe ſame words, but alls in inculcating 
che lame thing.tho under vyariousterms [it not 
aRepctition, if one having named dirt,ſhould 
alittle after call it Mire > Or having mention» 
ed a Sword , he ſhould immediatly raik of a 
Raplcr» Are notthe Synonimics aud Circus 
locutions, wherewith their Prayers ate Nufled, 
lo many Repetitions? 

5. Furthermore, it is obſervable , that 
the paſſage objefted ro us ( Mat: 6. 7. ) doth 
nct only forbid vain Repetitions, but alſo mul- 
titude of words ? Why are nor theſe people 
app chenfive , that the prolixity of their 
payers, which are often cqual in length toa 
lon winded Preachment , 1s as vain, as the 
ſayirg the Lords prayer once over ? Oris 
the prolixity of their Devotions more ccntra- 
Iy to vain babling then the brevity of this» 
Para.lyznture, they*l put the queſtion , how 
many timesa day, or in one hour muſt we (ay 
it > Part th $ is all one as if they Chould ask how 
how cttea ſhou'd we pray to God. For we 
21e commanded to pray always; not that God 
requireh of us an uninterupted al of Dr yori- 
©r, but it ought never the lels to be frequent, 
Mgrcover, th- trac value of our pray: rs conſiſts 


iq wiight, aud not in aumber, Orin Mcature. 
ObjeG 


| 
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Objef. 4. Proceed we to the next Exception 

which is thus couched. The words of him 

that prayeth ſhould accompany or follow his 

thoughts: Bu! during his attention to the Loedy 
rayer, his good though's will go altray, and 
is mind will be diverted. 

Anſw. 1. This isa hage miſti«ke, and irs an 
odd thing to lay, that the words of Chriſt are 
diverſive of good thoughts, Did they but un«+ 
derſtand this prayer a right, they would not 
talk at this rate, Is it potfible for us to have 
better thoughts in prayer, than theſe which 
are wrapt in the words of this Form 2 

2. I is callumnicus, 1had almoſt (aid blaf« 
phemous, to aflect that they berray the Spiric 
to wandrings and aberrations z whereas on the 
other ſide, they guide and regular it. Can 
we marſhal our thought: berter, than by pur 
ting them in the Order Chalked {out by our 
Bleſled Saviour, 


3 Itis talſeand abominable , co (ay, that 


the words by which we receive the Spirit of 
God, divert and turn afide the Spirit ot man. 
For his ptayer is a portion of the Evangelick 
Doarinr, that hraring of Fanhb, by which we res 
ceive the Holy Spiric, Gol: }. 2, 

4. Are thele prifons to repleniſhed with god 
thoughts, that having beſtowed whole hours 
in diſplaying their 04n- Concept ions ar their 
plealure, they cannot (pend iwo or three Vis 
nuts on the Lords praycr, 5- Bur 


| 
| 
f 
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KY - F: But if we 'muft caſkier.che wards of this] | 
prayer, on - pretence that they do notalwayes| C 
jamp. right with che ehoughts which may | 4 


- — 
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| ſpring-up in-our mind in the att of -prayes, L| t 

| would cnquireat thele GentJergen, whepjany | t! 
| once of them: beſties his gift. in publick, is.he 

| lure that all the thoughts af his hearcrs will hic-| p 

exactly to a Haitbreadth with his thoughts,op | ©: 


| with the expreſſions he ſtumbles upon? It wonld | g 
be-a difficulc task torbim in a throng mecting 
to find me cut one fingle man lo pertcaly cons | w 
curring and untlon with him; do not thew his; | tc 
Auditors run the ſame reiſque to have their ded | gt 
44 vout thoughts diverted by bis exprethons, er 1s-] 9: 
VI ir. more diſturbing to hear a praycr of our $a- | ar 
q viours ditating, to which we bave prepared 
, aad adjuſted our thoughts botore hand, than] ar 
FI to..-bear one of a many compoſure , whoſe | un 
thoughts outrun and often {tifle ours 2 cir 

Otj-Ge 5. And this may {uffice to boot for a | Ar 
Reply tothe next allegation male by them {ers 


M3 
| The Spiric ( fay they } (hould be at liberty, fan 
"i! and not pent up within the narrow Sounds of FSe) 
4 a formulary. ' ; the 
, Anſw. 1. And muſt the Spirit off man, in in 
it i 


order to its treedom , be licemious and irrge 

gular ? or is the ſaying the Lords prayer an in- -\req 

tailerable ſlavery > God of his mcrcy grant us (ma 

alwayes the hiberey of ſaying, 1t- [5 
2. This prayer is appaiem ly Qort in words, 

but | 


© 
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but in ſubflance it is of fo large extent 5s to 
comprehend Heaven and Earth , the preſent 
Age and all turure Generations. And arte 
thele men offuch a vaſt and unlimited ſpirit, 
that this cannot do their ruru ? | 

3. Or if it be a captivity to hear the Lord's 
prayer (aid, is the Spitit of the Hearers more 
enthralled by heating ourSariours prayer,than 
piyiog car to the effuſion of a meer man? * 

Objed, 6. The next obj:*Qfon we are amuſed 
with, is, the Lords prayer * does nor delcend 
to particalars; it exprefſes cur need” only fri 
general terms, but chey ſhould as occalion re4 
quires, bc particularly and aftcRionatly prefied 
and in{ifled upon. | 

Anſw, '1. In all appearance, our Antagoniſts 
are afraid God docs not hear them ſufficiently, 
unleſs chey point out with the Figger, and de- 
cipher by piccemeal, all their petty wants 
And'indeed,many inſtead of offering up orayy 


ers to God; feera to five him fnformations, 


aid thar, under pretext of bring particular. 
Severals allo naming particulars, do bur yert 
their impettinency ; and others by miſſake, 
in ſtcad an Egg. pray tor a Scorpion. I grant 
it is often'neceſlary to bs particular , but this 
requices great diſcretion , which is not every 
mans taicnt. General requeſts , ſuch as th:(e 


{Hay Lords prayer, may he compare! urto 


ars, which haye a fixcd {cat and regular mo- 
$151 
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tion. But when we offer at things in Hyps: 
theſt, we delcend iotthe ſecond Region of tlie 
Air, where all is turbulcnt and variable, and 
you ſhall mect with a continual j:tling of rea- 
ſons, like waves t: fled by conraty winds 

2. Brides, it a man ſhould undertake to 
mentin all the mercies neectul or expedicnt 
for him, be ſhould ney:r cume to acloſe of 
praying. Canany prrlon alive particular ze 
all chings requiſite exherto his being or well 
being? all the k nds of temptations 7 all the 
depths of Satan ? all his own iniqui-ics  Whe 
eau maderfland bis Error  ( ſe 19. 12.) and 
moreover , all the neccfhties of the Church 
Univerſal , and of every individual Member 
therein > how then ſhould we conclude our 
Impectctt prayers, and with what \uppicment 
to amend their lamencls * undounicdly we 
muſt haye recourle to general rerms, uncer 
which all particulars arc impliculy compre- 
hended. As for inſtance, after having {[pceCis 
fied ſuch and {wch iins, and not b-1ng able to 


make a picnaty cnumcration of all others, j; 


muſt we notlay in general forgioe MI Owr 1 i|peſ- 
fer? Whe-retore | retort the Argument, fnce 
jt is 1mp-(hble fri ms to compile a prayer ins 
cluJing all pr iculats,, we muſt necetlarly 
mak: uſc of one, wa-le gen: rality 15 compre 
hc five of i] puriculars wmaginab'c. 

0'jef. 7. Bur, lay they, we no where read 


that tue Apuitles cycr laid this Praycr, 


Az- 


#1f: 8; This Reaſon is not it all concluſive, 
A negative Argument is not tobe Jrawn from” 
$cripture in a matter of Fat, which abſtrafts 
» Ifrom fundamentals of Faith. We do not find 
in che Sacred Hiſtory, that the Jews obſerved 

0 Jthe year of Jubile, one of the moſt marterial 
t Jpoints in the Ceremonial Law; Yet doubtlels 
i Jthey did celebrate it, otherwayes GOD would 
© Fhave - infallibly challenged chem for ſuch a 
| Thainous acglet. We donot read that the A. 
© Ipoſtles baptized in the Name of the Father, 
* |Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as they were commil- 
1 {fionat todo , ſhall we thence interr that they 
1 [did not Baptize after this Form 2 
Cj 2. I ſhould rather arguethus, Chriſt diftared 
T Ithis Form of Prayer unto them ; Therefore 
T ithey did uſe it. I it credible, that having de- 
© [fired a Form of a Praycr,andChriſt having dic® 
© Jtate them one, word for word , they uever 
-* Imade uſe of it for all this 
*} 3. And albeit they had not, the Apoſtles 
© Iwere endued with a Spirit which direted them 
5, Jin Praying, as well as in Preaching. But dare 
ſ- we precend to that infallible Spiric which dic- 
© Jtates (uch prayers to us as it did tro them? Are 
» Inc (ure, we donoterip, no more than they 
Y Jeid. either as to Matter or Form 2 

Objea: 8, In the next place, they as| us a 
J Queſtion. This prayer, lay they, is ſer down 
2 Þn ewo of the Evangeliſts, (in the ſixth of Mar: 
*PÞnd 11 of Laker) and that in different exprel- 
ons; and _ om 200 the one of thele 


Holy 
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Holy penmen omits what'the other hz: 17-6 | 
then muſt we ſay it> Whether as it +: -are-4 | 1 
by St. Matthew or vt. Lake All thiscicarly 4c: | 
menſtrars that our Saviour never intended we 
ſhould adhere ro the words of this prayer. t 

Anf 1. lfthis Regoment cook place, in the | * 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper, we ovght 
no to ule the words of Inſticrution: For they 
are d.fi-remcly related in four different Books 
of rhe New I eftament, So that one of the & 
vangeliftsin recording of them , has omitted | 4 
this important Claulc, Do this in remembrance of | | 
Me. Shnou'd we then in this ation totally re- 
jet our Eaviours words , on pretence of this 
diverſity, which is to be found in the Goſpel, 
Sr, Paul did not underſtand it ſo, when he 
ſhews the Corinthians, atter what manner they 
ſhould celebrat che Lord's Supperhe cells chem. 
I received of the Lord, that which 1 alſo deliverd 
wntsyow, and then he repeats the down right 
words (poke by our Saviour at the Joſtitution] ul 
of that Sacrament, 1 Cor: 11. 

2. It is a bad Inference, that we ſhould not 
take notice of the words, becauſe of the varie 
ty to be found in them. Oa the corrrary 
when GOD repeats the ſame ming in differe 
words, we ought more carctully ro obſer 
them; For this diverſity gives light to t 


one of the Evangelilts ſayes, Forgive ws our debtiy - 
the other explains it by laying. ſorgive us our fu Ot 
we may indifterent'y lay hold of one or orchey put 
of thele phtalcs, both being equally _ cou 


EE 


by Chriſt Jeſus. Is the choice ſo difficule t6 
; | make, or muſt we caſt away both, becanſe 
.: | Chriſt is che Author of then both » | 
el 3J As for that part of the ObjeRion, that 
the Concluſion or Doxologie ( Por thine is the 
1e | Kingdom, &c. is left out by one of the Evan: 
m1 ge/ails, the anſwer is cafie, its juſt as if we 

Id argue, we muſt not celebrate the Eus 
s | charift becaule one of the Evargelifts C co wit 
E Jobn ) ſpeaks not one [ylable onft. lt this 
ed | Doxologic 1snot to be found in Sr. Luke muſt 
of 
Us 
c 


u be hudled ap in flence, albeit it is fer down 
e, | in St. Matthew > Or muſt we upon this account 
| diſuſe this prayer wholly , although ic be re 
1.1 corded in both thele Evangeliſts * Thereare 
hel ſeveral plalms written on the ſame Subjef, as 
ey] 14 and 53 are coincident: Yet there is {« me 
m| paſlage in the one which is oo: in the other; 
rol and muſt chey both be ſenta packing ? 
bil  Obje. 9g. The next acculation againſt the 
oo| ule of the Lords prayer is, that a gro(s ablurdi- 
ty is conſequently thereupon. In it we pray for 
mer dayly bread. Now.(ay they,put thecale a man 
be going to die, either gaſping upon a bed of 
ficknels, or upon a Scaffold, waiting the tatal 
blow;ſhould we (till petition forbread?T o what 
purpoſe ſhould he pray for a thing he no longer 
needs? and which can be no longer {erviccable 
to him. 
. Anſ. Several things may be replyed to this 
ObjeQior: 1, It this pernion ſhould only be 
put up by ſuch as are aſceriain'd of Lite, it 
coul4 neyer be ulcd at all: For theſe who are 
| 10 
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:n the Moſt pertect health and vigour, d- 
not know but the next minute the night c 
Death may overrake them: So that this woulc 
infer, Chriſt had caught us to ask chat, whict 
we ought never to ask. 

2- Asthere is none who can promile himſel 
the continuation of Life for one day, ſo nc 
man can tell if that day ſhall be his laſt. Hou 
many recover beyond all hope , when they 
are at the gates of death ? albcitthen a man 
were on the very brink of Eternity, fince he 
knows not the time of his departure, ſhould 
he boldly renounce his daily bread, and the Di 
vine bounty which is the ({onrce of all his cn- 
joyments, as if he were aſſured it was no fur; 
ther needful. 

3- When we pray for bread, it is alwaye: 
conditional, in caſe we bave further need there 
of; in cale our daycs be prolonged in the land 
ol the living: And not otherwayes. Not i: 
there any impertinen:ec in this requeſt, or is it 
not ra'her our duty to (peak always thus ? 

4. I: is well known, that this peticion is not 
reſirifted ro food alone, for when I name bread, 
I preluppoſe all that is neceſſary to lite, as Air, 
Reſperation, &e. And may | not ask theſe 
things for the time | have to live, tho it were 
bur one ſingle noment, in order to the gloti- 
tying of God 2 

5 Giant he who is at the point of Death 
needs nor any longer pray for his daily bread, to 
all thar, has he no more need co fav, F orgiv 
ws Our fins, and lead us not into temptation? 6.1 

« I 
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G, lc is not Chriſts intention that any man 
fould pray for br-ad co himſelf alone; but he 
commands us to pray for it to others, ſayin 
Give ws, If then a dying man cannot , or will 
not'ask bread tor bimlelf, is he nut oblidged 
in Charity toask it for luch as owtlive him, 
and to pray for poſterity 2 

7. And laſtly, Becaulc expiring fick men,or 
dying Malcfaftors, having no naced of bread, 
muſt we thence conclude, chat all others ſhould 
abſtain from praying for it * By the (ame rca- 
{on they ſhould ccalc to cat and drink. 

Obje 10+ Many allo icruple 10 fay the 
Lords prayer,becaule it oblcidges them to ſay, 
They forgive them that fin ageinit them. Now a 
man has not alwaycs an intention to forgive, 
Thisis a plauſible pretext:For it Iemertain vin- 
dicgive | wat with what confidence can I 
fay that I forgive? Do I not make my (clt 
much more guilty by ſo ſpeaking» For why, 
this Claule contains an Imprecation I make a- 
gainſt my (clt,Viz:ItI do nor pardon, I defire nor 
to be pardoned, Purſuant to this.many wioſe 
office leads them to pray 'n publ:& , abſtain 
from this prayer,leſt any of neir Heare's who 
joyn in prayer with them ſbouid be tound liars 
to GOD. 

Anf: 1. Much ſorcly may be ſaid on this 
tickliſh Qi: ftion, whether or no a man who 
feels in bimlelf any rifings othaired and re- 
yenge ſhould lulpend the ule of the Lords 
prayer on this head, Ifay, if be cannot lay 
this 
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11s prayer, nenner canne mare vient any c 
ther : Sothatto forbid a man the Lord's pray? 
er upon this accouny, is to prohibit him the 
exerciſe of prayer in any form or manner 
whatloryer. The conſequence is cafily des 
monſtrable by many Realons. Firſt, He can+ 
not make a good prayer, if it benot conform 
(at leaſt in the lubſtance)) to the Lords prayer. 
Now this prayer oblidges him to fay, that 
he forgives his enemies, ſo that if he do not 
ſay it in theſe expr{+ words, he muſt do it ue 
pon the matrer. Beſides, can he offer up any 
prayer without begging forgivennels of his (1992 
And fince that forgivenneſes promiled him on- 
ly on condition that he forgive others, can he 
ſeek or expett ic on another (core2 For if you 
forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither will your Fo- 
ther forgive your treſpaſſer, Mat: 6 15 Nay, he 
cannot ask any thing elſe of GOD if he be not 
ready to forgive. If he bring his Glft ro the 
Altar, he muſt firſt be reconcilled to his Bro- 
ther, otherwiſe all his oft: rings and all his (up- 
plications ate of no value. Add hereunto that 
no man can offer up a prayer without proteſt- 
ing that he is willing toobey GOD; For when 
we beleech GOD to grant us our will, we pro* 
miſc we will obey His. Now itis an Article of 
the Will of GOD, that we forgive theſe who 
injure us. Ilay then, il Rancour and Malice 
binder a man from ſaying the Lord's prayer, 
the ſame Reaſon will juſtific a total Ceſlation 
from prayer > Sce what is the natural rendency 
of theſe Mcns opinion: For their Argument 
not 
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| at all theſe which they 
concciye, 

2, Now let us confider + the pretended hin? 
drences : That Man, fay they , who in ſtead 
of forgiving burns with revange , whole Soul . 
{s wholly plunged in gall, and filled with im« 
placable wrath, can ſuch a man lay the Lords 
prayer? To this | anſwer, the queſtion in hand 
15 not concetning thoſe, who are enticrly pol- 
{ed with a ſpirit of revange , and whu have no | 
deſign to abate of their malice: But the debate 
is concerning {uch as through infirmity find it | 
uneaſie to forgive . and feel in themſelves the 
fl. ſh warrivg againſt the Spiric. Ifchen I be in 
thete Circumſtances, can 1 fay, forgrve me my | 
fns, ſince 1 find difficulty co lay, thai 1 forgive | 
them that fin ag ainft me Tanſwer again, among | 
the fins 1 crave pardon for, | reckun this is one, 
the difficulty to forgive, | begg pardon for 
this, that it isa difficule thing for me to grant 
pardon. And I pray for Grace, that may en» | 


themielycs are wont to 


able me to forgive. So that the meaning. of 
this clauſe hortly is this, forgive me, as pray 
thou would grant me grace to be able to for- 
give. Canany man flumbleat this? Nay, 

15 not every Chriſtian oblidged to ſpeak 'o ? | 

And it is to no purpoſe to alledge, that there 
is a great difference betwixt ſaying that we for- 
've, and layirg, we deſire abiliry to forgive 

For he who (incerely deſires abiliry to for vive 
has altcady begun to forgive, But it «his tor 
givencls 
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zeeed only from a heart perfet 
—_— , hall we abſtain from praying God 
rill wearrive at perfetion? Till we loye our 
Neighbour perfectly, that is, till we haye ful. 
filed the wholc Law. 

3. But after all has been ſaid, ſuppoſe ic ab: 
ſolucely unlawful to fay this Prayer as long as 
a ran it in the leaſt provock*d with palfion, is 
he therefore dilcharged to ſay it, when the 
ſmallcfi (park of anger is extinguiſhed , and 
his heart is cleanſed chroughly from all hat- 
red? It he benotin a condition to lay it at one 
time, muſt he abſtain from it for ever» And 
morceover,muſt rhe whole Body of the Church 
be interdifted the uſe of the Lord*s Prayer, 
for the ſake of a few reyengeful rempers, that 
canvot uſe this Form. Muſt the peeviſh paſſi- 
ens of ſome be aftanding Rule to all? Finally is 
jt welldone of him who prays in publick, ro 
accommodat himſelf rather to the malice. of 
men, than to the preſcription of our Bl:fſ:d 
Saviour >» 

Otjeft: 11. Further yer, they plead for their 
excule, that they comprekend the ſubſtance of 
the Lord's prayer in their uſual Devorions,that 

.they paraphraſe ir, which is ail one upon the 
ma'rcer, aibcir they have not the ſame cx- 
preſtrons.# 

Anſ: 1. Ar this rate, they ſay not formal'y, 
We forgive them that fin azainft ur; Burt they lay 
it upon the matrer; Now is chere any greatcr 
znconyenicnce to ſay it ia Chriſts yery Words, 
| than 
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an toſay it in equivalent terms? and fo forth 
through all the reit of the Lord's Prayer : For 


 {ecing they acknowledge, we ought roexpreſs 


its whole mcaning, may we not uſe the words 
of ir likewilc 2 

2. Oa the contrary, when there is a debare 
about the caommatn'ing on a paſſage, it muſt 
be repeated verbatim, chat we may fee if the 
Paraphraſe quadrate with the Text. Since 
then they paraphraſe the Lord's prayer ; why 
do they not repeat it, that we' may diſcern if 
their paraphraſe be agrecahle co our Savi: 
ours Word > 

3. Burt again, are their paraphraſes of the 
ſame weight with our Saviour's Expreſſions 2 
Is a paraphraſe on Scrip-ure equally auchen. 
tical with the Holy Sctipru'e it cit} The words 
of the Lord's prayer are Canonical, for they 
arc a portion of Sacred Writ. But thelc pco- 
ple dare not aver, that their prayers, or the 
words of them are Canonical. For can 2 
prayer of Humane Compolure lerve for an in- 
fall:ble rule ro a Miniſters Aulicors2 You'l 
find moſt excellent prayers in Apoerypha , both 
as ta Matter and Exprethon * Why then do 
we not put as great a value 07 ther , as we do 
upon thate who are contained in the Canont- 
cal Bock:? The reaſon is, becaule tho they 
were framed and conceived by men of great 
Picty and dcep Judgement , yet they do not 
proceed from the Holy Ghoſt, in the ſame 
quality, perficQion, and authority, as _ 
that 


: 
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Care not prelume rocempatre ours, far leſs to 
that of Chriſt's dittating, Ir isallo weakly obs 
jected, That at this rate we ſhould uſe no they 
prayer but it. For that is juſt as ove ſhould ſay, 
It is not lawſul co expound the Scripture, be- 


- cauſe cur patapbralcs or Interpretations are by 


no means ſo authentick as Scripture it (elf, 
We may paraphraſc the Lords prayer by other 
prayers, but we are nowayes forbidden, un- 
der colour of cur own pataphtaſcs, to repeat 
it direQly as it 1s ſet down, 

Objet: 12. 1 come row to their laſt ObjeAis 
on, wherein they fancy they diſcover a vaſt 
dale. of {ubtilty. The words of this prayer, 
lay they, were diftated for a patern of prayer, 
bur not ro be vicd as a prayer, they were in» 


, tended for 2 Dir:Qory, notfor a {et Form. 


Anſ: 4. T his is nothipg clſc but mecr quibs 
ling, and a filly cyaſion. Cannot thele words 
be both a prayer, and a Model of prayer ? 
Cannot a Building (erve for a Model to ano» 
ther Building are theſe things inconſiſtent? 

2. It isto be remarked 
pray to your Father, that his Name may be 
Hallowed. that he would give you your daily 
Bread. But take notice how he ſpeaks ; Say, 


' Our Fathrr which art in Heaven, Say, Hallowed 


be thy Name ;, Say, Give u1 this day our daily Bread 
Say, Forgive us, Say, Deliver wr, &c. Is not 
this a down«tight (ce Form of prayer > Can 
any body put hisown words in our mouth bet- 
cr 


Chriſt ſayes nor, | 
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rer 2nd more exprer or when Garilt felt 


—_ Vie: That we ſhould. not ſay them 
At ail? 

3. But ſuppoſing it was only given to us for 
a patrern, anJ nx for a prayer; Theſe men 
confeſs, that when I pray, [ſhould alwayes 
PE parcen ja my min1. If I ought ill 
to have it in my mind, Why ſhould I never 
have it in my Mouth > 

4. If they refile to lay ic asa prayer, why 
do they not at leaſt ſay ic as a patern or Di- 
refttory? It chey Qhould thus addreſs God, thy 
Son Chritt Jeſus has taught us to ſay unto 
Thee, Our Father which art in Heaven, &c. Arc 
they afraid to lie in {o ſpeaking ? Oc do they 
fear that this Trath is not ficly cold ? 

S. I fay, the people malt be continually 
taught mr ptay right, naw it is beyond all 
contradition , that it's impaiſi9ls ro make a 
good prayer, if ic agree nt, at leaft in (ub- 
ſtance, with our Saviours Formulary : Isit nor 


then expedient that the people ſhonld often 


hear that Formulary, that they may know 
by whar ruſe to {quare their Devotions. We 
blame the Church of Re, that they donot 
rzhearle the ſerond Command to the people; 
Becauſe this skipping it over hinders many 


from perceiving the Idolatry they are guilty of. 


And will not the ſuppreſhng of this Form cauſe 
the people, elpecially a number of poor Crea-+ 
tures that cannot read the Bible, altogether 
forget this prayer, aad not know what rule 1s 

. to 


appoints us to lay them, does he mean the * 
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. x6 be follbwed in their Addreſſes tro GOD) 


In reality, theſe men do their utmoſt to razce 


the remembrance of the LORD's Praycr out 


of the minds of Men. 

For the Cloſe, Obſerve the difference be} 
twixtthe Lords prayer and our own Compo- 
ſures. There is, (o to ſpeak, as wide a dife 
ferance as betwixt the Tabernacle and the pat- 
tern God ſhewed to Moſes on the Mount. The 
Pattern was heavenly, framed by the hand of 
Omnipotence ; the Tabernacle was Earthly 
patcht up by the fingers of frail man. The 
Lord's prayar is all Celeſtial and Divine; our 
Devotions are in pate the efi*t of human ing 
duſtry, for we have nortthe Spirit in perfeftion. 
This contrivance of our wit 1s always human 
and imperfeft; Bur che Pattern is always per« 
fſe2and Divine: No man breathing, is fo 
leacned or devout, but he is lyable to tealures 
in compoling his prayers. They ate lubjcR co 
imperſetion, excels, diforder, and many irs 
regularities. Weare not impeaceablec on that 
fide. We are alwile herein committing eſcapes, 
cither by leaving out lomewhat, or being too 
ſhort upon one point, and too prolix on ano» 
ther, or in (eting down our thoughts canfuled- 
ly & out of duc order. But in ſaying the Lords 
prayer, I am aflured , | cannot mils [peaking 
right that | omic nothing, thatl vent nuthing 
{uperfluous,that ] do not cxtravague,that I am 
not gutley of rathneſs in my fpecch. Where. 
fore having conceived a praycr as well as [ 

could, 
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mends forchem, I make ule of that which [ 
know is tree from imperfections. 1 mean that 
after | have offered up co God a prayer of my 
own making , I ought to beſcech him to ſup- 
ſupply ics deficiences; and to that cfeR | pre- 
ſeat him that prayer which bis well beloyed 
Son and my Redeemer has taught and com- 
manded to ſay, when | approach the Throne 
of Grace. 

I conclude than, it is out duty to ſay the 
Lords Prayer, We ought to lay it, becauſe 
Chriſt put it in our mouth. We ought tolay 
It, decau'e it is the marrow and abſtratt of all 
other prayers. We ought to lay it, becauſe 
It is the rule and Pole-ſtar tro guide us in our * 
Applications to God. We ought to ſay it, 
for redrefſing the imperfeRions of all our other 
prayers We ought to lay it, becaule of its 
upiverſaliry, as to all purpoſes, perſons, times, 
or places. It isa Prayer (a'd by all the C hurch- 
esin the World: And it is no {mall comforrto 
me to hear my part in ſuch a general Harmo- 
oY. *Tisa prayer | can make uſe of in proſpe- 
rity or adverſiry, in peace or war, in ficknels 
and Health, in Life and in Death. A prayer 
that may be (aid by Yourg and Old, Rich 
and Poor, Prince and Peaſant. 

ſc is not an aftoniſhing-thing , that we ars 
Yown Jealous an4 tu'pſcious of our Sayicurs 
Wor Ic If our pi Fore fathers, who unders 
wont (0 great (uft-ri-gs ro have the liberiy of 
aying this Prayer in a known language, _ 
00 
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" tbo fo much pains t5 teach it us; that we 


might have ic alwiſe in our mouth; I lay, if 
they could ot look our of their graves, and 
ſee us labouring even ro fopger that prayer, 
how (everly would they rebuke us,  , what 
names would they call gf But which is yec 
more, behold, ChrifggJclus himlelf expreſly 
enjoyns you to {a hom will you obey; 


, whether your Saviour, or theſe who labour 


to perſwad, you to the contrary > Fear not, 
fear no: ro pronounce the words of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Chriſt who ditaced them will be your war- 
rant at th* Farh-rs hand , and will owa your 
words, ftoce they arc likewiſe his own. Let 


, them be alwiyes carried about in your Hearts, 


and upon your Lipi. I conjure you, my Bres 
thr-n, by ch* reverence you bear to our 
Ble(I:d Saviour, by the yeneration you ſhonld 
have-for his words, by the Love he has teſti» 
h:1 rawird: us in reaching us this prayer, by 
the intereſt you have in praying atright, 
and by ti12 p*ace and comfort of the Church, 
ler nome ([natch rhis precious Jewel from you, 
which che ſon of God has given you out of his 
owa hin1s. A11 God grant that we may with 
one ac:ord alwayes preſent our Supplications 
to Our Father which ir in Heaven : For bit is the 
King4im, Power » and Glory , for ever , and 
ever, Amcn. , 


The 
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In ſix Quadrains. 


& fix Petitions CHRIST taught uz to prey, 
IWheſe $acred Will diſpute got but obey. 

The GOD of Order doth require that we 
Should Worſhip Him, in Truth, and Unitie, 
And with enlarg*d Dev tions, day by day, 
Our fervent Love wnto owr Brethren pay, 

Which Lovely Form P reſcrib'd us we retais, 
The Scope whereof the F ollowing Lines explain, 


O Heavenly Father Thou who art moſt bigh, 
That madeft all men of one fraternity. 
We are Thy Children, $bew Thy Clemeney 
To 1, that call, O GOD ” ever nigh. 
Inflame our Z:al to Sanilify Thy Name, 
That we, and ourt, may Celebrate the ſame * 
By Hon"ring Thee, #0 Hellareproach and ſhame ; 
O Thaw Moſt Worthy of —_ F ame. 

| 


Thy Kingdoms come, Thy Pow*r LORD diſplay, 
Reduce Thy foes, that all may Thes obey : 
Rule in our Hearts, that we Thy Glory may 
At laſt bebold, baften that Bleſſed Day. 

I 


Thy IV ill be done by wr in Truth and Lie, 
Ar by the Angels, and the Saints Above: 
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Gor gon Job {pm LORD, beftow, 
Let right, and band Bleſſings on ws flow, 
TIT SINIT Is 60 0arth wy ſhaw, 


which we 4,20 each day, 
O LORD, forgive for JESUS Sake, we proy, 


_ Hrwe expreſs our Charivie alway, 


To #boſe, that evil for our good repoy. 
PI, 


Let's not be tempred, LORD, above what we 
Ave able to withftand. by Pow'r from Thee, 
Defeat the Tempters ſnfull Subtiltie, 

Hnd from the Pow*r of evil ſet 1 free. 


? For all Dominions Thins, tbe Devils ſee, 


The King dom'* ; 1hine, even Kings 1hy Subjels be, 
And Crowns and Seepters all ſhall vail to Thee, 


O LORD Omnipotemt, Thou deft excell, 
All Pow*r is Thine in Heaven, and F arth, and Hell, 
Men, Angels, Devilr, Thy great fats do tell, 


And Thine* : the Glory, and ſhall ever be, 
Whilef Time doth lat, and to Eternius, 
O let us ſhare in Thy Felicity. 


Thus de we all defre, with one Accord, 


Pat ts Thy Seal, and ſay, Armca. "'O LORD 
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